Maintenance Solutions – What’s Working at Some MCPS Schools

School Garden Clubs – students and teachers
A (Before School) Green Team meets once a week (Wednesdays) from 7:30 am until school begins at 8:30.  Students who wish to participate must have written permission from their parents and from the school.  The Club also meets twice a year on Saturdays for large planting events.  Over the summer students and staff volunteer to come in and water the gardens.

A (Once a month) Lunch/Recess Garden Club  Weather permitting, garden club members work in the garden  -- weeding, watering, edging, marking plants and examining what changes have occurred  in the garden since their last meeting. The PTA supplies funding for mulch.  On each Earth Day, there’s an all school effort to mulch and weed the garden.

An (After School) Environmental Club  Weekly Wednesday after-school meetings ensure that the plants are watered, weeded and pruned on a regular basis during the Fall and Spring.  In Winter, the Club turns its attention to recycling and energy reduction efforts.

Parent Led Garden Maintenance Solutions

PTA Sponsored Nature Trail Maintenance – the materials  

A nature trail has paths, interpretive signs, bird feeding stations, nest boxes, a seating area, compost bins, student artwork, and butterfly, habitat and rain gardens filled with native plants.  To maintain all of this, a PTA committee coordinates families for a week of duty (one to two visits) to take care of the light maintenance. Twice a year, Fall and Spring, parents and students attend a Saturday “Nature Trail Clean-up Day” and tackle big projects such as spreading woodchips on the paths, removing invasive plants, moving fallen branches onto shrub piles, putting up new nest boxes, and planting new trees and plants. The PTA provides funding for the materials needed to sustain the Nature Trail.
 
PTA Support for Garden Maintenance – the labor 

Service Groups (Boy and Girl Scouts, Leos)are available for hire or community service hours for scheduled garden maintenance such as leaf raking, mulching and weeding. 

Volunteer Organizations – the expertise 

Local Garden Club or Montgomery County Master Gardeners are available to provide training on proper garden maintenance.  Send the date, time, and a brief description of a scheduled garden event to mastergardener.umd.edu/local/Montgomery/AskMG/SWAT.cfm and receive on site support for your garden clean-up efforts.

