Tips for Making Planting Day a Success
Before Planting Day (2 hours required)

1) Set a planting date.  (one month or more ahead)
· Publicize to parents and volunteers.

· Include a rain date. 

2) Prepare the site. (one month or more ahead)
· Use newspapers to cover the area to be made into garden.  
· Use rocks or bricks as weights to hold newspaper in place to kill existing grass and weeds.
3) Purchase raised bed supplies. (one month ahead)

4) Line up volunteers. (one month ahead)
· Use parents and local community supporters.

· Contact Montgomery County Master Gardeners to be present on planting day.

5) Contact local nursery. (one month ahead)
· Send garden shopping list ahead.

6)  Arrange for pick up or delivery of plants and soil on planting day. (one week ahead)
7)  Assemble Supplies and Equipment (3 days ahead)

· Wheelbarrow
· Gloves, shovels, trowels
· Plants
· Soil and Compost
· Snacks and Water for Volunteers
· Copy of Garden Template
· Screwdriver and hammer for raised bed construction
Planting Day (4 hours required)

1)  Work the soil.

· Remove newspaper.

· Turn dead sod and break up clumps.

2)  Assemble raised bed.

· Fill raised bed with soil and compost.

· Mix soil and compost thoroughly.

· Plant plants according to garden template.
· Cover exposed soil with mulch.

· Water.

3)  Stand back. Admire the garden. Let the learning begin!
