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Reading&Writing
In reading this month …
Welcome to our next unit of study, “Stories Have a Message.”
Unit 6 marks the beginning of the second half in the Benchmark
Advance program. As with the previous unit, I am providing
activities you and your child can do together at home to build on the
work we’re doing in class.
In this unit, we’ll be exploring and discovering the messages of
different stories by reading a range of genres from fables and
animal fantasy to poetry and realistic fiction. To determine a story’s
message, we’ll consider what characters do and how they behave.

Math
In math this month ...
During the next week, our math class will begin counting teen

numbers by separating each number into 10 ones and some ones. We will build on the
work of counting the Say Ten way by applying the concept to objects and images.
Students begin by counting out piles of 10 objects and then move into counting objects
as 10 ones and some ones. By counting objects as groups of 10 and some more,
students’ understanding of the unit of ten is solidified. For example, students might say,
“I circled 10 stars, and there are 3 more stars. That makes 13 stars.”

Science & Social Studies
In science, students explore the phenomena of humans and animals changing their

environments to build homes, and construct a claim with evidence about how animals
or people change the environment. In social studies we will explore how the lives of
people today are different from the lives of people who lived long ago.

Zoo Field Trip
We will be going to the Zoo on Wednesday, April 12. Please remember to send in your permission slips

and make a payment of $11.00 using School Cash online, check or cash. We will need
chaperones to volunteer for this field trip. Please let us know if you are trained and available.
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