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Reading & Writing
In reading this month …
Welcome to our next unit of study, “Stories Have a Message.”
Unit 6 marks the beginning of the second half in the Benchmark
Advance program. As with the previous unit, I am providing
activities you and your child can do together at home to build on the
work we’re doing in class.
In this unit, we’ll be exploring and discovering the messages of
different stories by reading a range of genres from fables and
animal fantasy to poetry and realistic fiction. To determine a story’s
message, we’ll consider what characters do and how they behave.

Math
In math this month ...

During the next few days, our math class will use objects, drawings, and number bonds to
break apart numbers 9 and 10 into number pairs. Students will use objects to act out
multiple stories involving the same total number, discovering that the whole can be
broken apart in many ways. For example, 9 is 8 and 1, but it is also 7 and 2, 6 and 3, 5
and 4, and 9 and 0. Once again, students will

focus on the pattern of 5 and some more as well as other patterns that make it easier to
remember number pairs.

Science & Social Studies
In science, we will be exploring how a Venus fly trap and spider webs catch insects. We will

also be conducting experiments and investigations on force and motion. In Social
Studies we will learn about goods, services and human resources. We will gain real
world experience in opening a shop and create all the components of a functioning
retail establishment.

Zoo Field Trip
We will be going to the Zoo on Wednesday, April 12. Please remember to send in your permission slips

and make a payment of $11.00 using School Cash online, check or cash. We will need
chaperones to volunteer for this field trip. Please let us know if you are trained and available.
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