A message from GARRETT PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Dear Garrett Park Families, 
We hope you find this bi-weekly email user-friendly and beneficial for staying informed and planning for upcoming school events. If there is information you would like us to share in upcoming editions, please let us know. You can either call the school at 240-740-0700 or email Dan at Daniel_K_Tucci@mcpsmd.org or Melanie at Melanie_S_Bachrach@mcpsmd.org
Updates from GPES Administration:
It has been an amazing first two weeks of school! It’s been so nice to see the students coming to school each day smiling and energized about learning and all a new school year brings. Here are just a few reminders so we are able to keep all children safe during arrival and dismissal. 
1. Please remember to use care and caution as you enter and exit the school. There is a specific traffic pattern to follow, stop signs, crosswalks and adult guidance to ensure we are safely getting students to school and home from school each day. Use extra patience when weather impacts traffic as there is a higher volume of cars moving through each lot. Please make sure you and your children are wearing seatbelts in and out of the school parking lots. Also, keep in mind that the car loop is right side drop off only.
Frequently used school phone numbers: 
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/garrettparkes/news/index.aspx?id=548090
Please visit the main school website for important information. 
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/garrettparkes/
Back to School Night is Thursday, September 20. Grades 1-2 are from 6:00-6:45 pm. Grades 3-5 will take place from 7:00-7:45pm. 2nd and 4th will be presenting in the APR at their respective times. Additional parking will be available at Holy Cross. Childcare will be available from KAH in the gym for $5. Please join us next Thursday evening to learn more about your child’s school year.
Need Sprit Wear?? Visit the PTA link for some awesome gear to support our school 
http://www.garrettparkspiritwear.com/
Teaching and Learning:
Our School Improvement Plan (SIP) outlines our school’s instructional goals for the entire year. This year we are adapting to a newly revised system outlined by Dr. Jack Smith, Superintendent, that allows for an adaptive plan from each grade targeting specific instructional goals to enhance learning for students. We are currently analyzing data and creating our new plans for this school year. Once completed, we will continue to communicate with you on the progress of our grade-level instructional goals. These grade-level goals will also help drive our school-wide professional development and learning throughout the year. Stay tuned to this section for updates! 
Our counselors have a new site dedicated to sharing resources to the community. Click the link to learn more about our amazing counseling team.
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/garrettparkes/counseling/
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/uploadedFiles/schools/garrettparkes/counseling/september%20counselor%20corner.pdf
Safety and Security:
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/security/
Please visit this website for additional updates from MCPS to learn more about how the county is studying our current state of emergency preparedness and providing upgrades to schools to enhance security throughout the system. I will continue to update the community as I learn more about how Garrett Park is specifically impacted by changes in the future. Some changes on the horizon… new upgraded visitor management system to sign in, additional elementary school cameras, and outfitting all buses with cameras. 
Important Dates:  
September 19                       No School for Students and Teachers
September 20                       Back to School Night                                         6:00-6:45 pm (grades 1-2)
                                                                                                                        7:00-7:45 pm (grades 3-5)
[bookmark: _GoBack]September 21                       PTA Back to School Picnic (new date)             5:30 pm (field behind school)
September 21                       Walter Johnson HS Community Night
                                              WJ football vs. Kennedy                                    7:00 pm
October 5                              Early Release                                                                           
MCPS Updates:
Students Rights and Code of Conduct (English and Spanish)
Student Rights and Responsibilities and Code of Conduct
In order to ensure a safe, productive and positive learning environment, MCPS publishes two documents that help students, parents, and staff understand school rules and regulations; the expectations for student conduct; and the possible consequences for violating the rules. A Student’s Guide to Rights and Responsibilities is an overview of the rights and responsibilities students enjoy in MCPS and a summary of the laws and regulations that affect students. The MCPS Code of Conduct provides an overview of discipline procedures and protocols and the range of consequences students could face for violating various policies, regulations, and rules. The guide also discusses the MCPS philosophy to discipline. All families received a copy of these documents and are encouraged to review them with your child(ren). The documents are available online at www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/students/rights/. 
Derechos y Responsabilidades y Código de Conducta de los Estudiantes
Para poder asegurar un entorno de aprendizaje productivo y positivo, MCPS publica dos documentos que ayudan a los estudiantes, a los padres y al personal a entender las reglas y reglamentos escolares; las expectativas de conducta para los estudiantes; y las posibles consecuencias de violar las reglas. La Guía de Derechos y Responsabilidades de los Estudiantes es un resumen de los derechos y responsabilidades que gozan los estudiantes de MCPS y una síntesis de las leyes y regulaciones que afectan a los estudiantes. El Código de Conducta de MCPS
Provee un resumen de los procedimientos y protocolos de disciplina y la gama de consecuencias que los estudiantes podrían enfrentar por violar las diversas políticas, reglamentos y reglas. La guía también explica la filosofía de MCPS en cuanto a disciplina. Todas las familias recibieron una copia de estos documentos y se recomienda que los revisen con sus hijos. Los documentos están disponibles en línea, ingresando a: www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/students/rights/. 
Other News
Welcome Back and Safety Month
Back to School and Safety are the district’s areas of focus for the month of September. The Department of Communications would like to highlight any events, programs, or special initiatives at schools across the district. Please contact the Division of Public Information and Web Services at 240-740-2837 or e-mail your story ideas to pio@mcpsmd.org. 
Changes to the MCPS Curriculum
MCPS is making changes to the K–8 curriculum for English and mathematics. The district is in the process of evaluating and selecting new curriculum and instructional materials. During the next several months, MCPS will work with staff, members of the community, and other partners to gather feedback and outline the selection process. Members of the community can learn more about this process at the following website: www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/curriculum-review.aspx.  A blurb is provided below. 
MCPS TV
Homework Hotline Live!
Homework Hotline Live! (HHL) kicked off its 33rd season on September 5, offering students   in Grades K–12 free homework assistance from MCPS teachers. Students can   call, send text messages, and e-mail questions Tuesdays through Thursdays, from 4:30 to 9:30 p.m. 
Visit www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/itv/hhl/ for more information. A blurb is provided below. 
MCPS This Week
MCPS This Week and Esta Semana en MCPS (in Spanish) are brief updates on what is happening throughout the district. The shows are cablecast on MCPS TV and may be viewed at the following URLs:
1. English:www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLkZwAghwrSytXwBjGKmoa5czmpixjd585
1. Spanish: www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLC2A7ADDEDF1F2A2E
Help Us Improve How You Get MCPS Information (English and Spanish)
How do you like to receive news and information? What MCPS news is important to you? Take this survey and tell us about your communication preferences. Your responses will be used to improve how you get information from MCPS.
Ayúdenos a Mejorar la Manera Cómo Obtiene Información de MCPS
¿Cómo le gustaría recibir noticias e información? ¿Qué noticias de MCPS son importantes para usted? Responda esta encuesta y díganos sobre sus preferencias de comunicación. Sus respuestas se usarán para mejorar la forma de obtener información de MCPS.
Give Input on the Fiscal Year 2020 Budget (English and Spanish)
MCPS wants your input as it works on developing the superintendent of school’s recommended operating budget for Fiscal Year 2020. Take this survey and tell us which strategies, programs, and efforts are working and not working to improve outcomes for all students.
Dé su Opinión Sobre el Presupuesto del Año Fiscal 2020
MCPS solicita su opinión mientras trabaja en el desarrollo en el presupuesto operativo recomendado del superintendente para el año fiscal 2020. Responda esta encuesta y díganos cuáles estrategias, programas y esfuerzos están funcionando y cuáles no, para mejorar los resultados para todos los estudiantes.
Saturday School (English and Spanish)
The George B. Thomas, Sr. Learning Academy, Inc. kicks off its 2018–2019 season of Saturday School on Saturday, September 15. Saturday School is a low-cost tutoring and mentoring program that provides a sixth day of learning and helps MCPS students enhance their mastery of core academic subjects. Students who are in need of additional academic support can attend sessions at 1 of 12 locations across Montgomery County. Classes begin on Saturday, September 15 and will end in May. Registration is $40 for students who receive Free and Reduced-price Meals System (FARMS) services and $85 for non-FARMS students. For more information visit George B. Thomas, Sr. Learning Academy.
Escuela de los Sábados
George B. Thomas, Sr. Learning Academy, Inc. inicia su temporada escolar 2018–2019 el sábado, 15 de septiembre. La Escuela de los Sábados es un programa de tutoría de bajo costo que proporciona un sexto día de aprendizaje y ayuda a los estudiantes de MCPS a mejorar su dominio de materias académicas básicas. Los estudiantes que necesitan apoyo académico adicional pueden asistir a sesiones en 1 de 12 localidades en el condado de Montgomery. Las clases comienzan el sábado, 15 de septiembre y finalizarán en mayo. La inscripción es de $40 para estudiantes que reciben servicios del Sistema de Comidas Gratis o de Precio Reducido (FARMS) y de $85 para estudiantes que no reciben estos servicios. Para obtener más información, visite George B. Thomas, Sr. Learning Academy.
Stay Informed with MCPS QuickNotes (English and Spanish)
MCPS QuickNotes is a bimonthly newsletter that provides MCPS families with important news and information about MCPS programs and activities, plus emergency information. MCPS QuickNotes is offered in seven languages: English, Spanish, French, Korean, Chinese, Vietnamese, and Amharic. Visit news.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/ to read the latest edition. 
Manténgase Informado con MCPS QuickNotes
MCPS QuickNotes es un boletín informativo bimestral que brinda a las familias de MCPS noticias e información importante sobre los programas y actividades de MCPS, además de información de emergencia. MCPS QuickNotes se ofrece en siete idiomas: inglés, español, francés, coreano, chino, vietnamita y amárico. Visite news.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/es/noticias/  para leer la última edición.
Changes to the MCPS Curriculum (English and Spanish)
MCPS is making changes to the K–8 curriculum for English and mathematics. The district is in the process of evaluating and selecting new curriculum and instructional materials and during the next several months, MCPS will work with staff, members of the community, and other partners to gather feedback and outline the selection process. Parents/guardians and members of the community can ask questions and share their thoughts on the process by completing a brief survey. Please visit the website for regular updates on the curriculum selection process. You can read the message from the chief academic officer here.
Cambios al Plan de Estudios de MCPS
MCPS está haciendo cambios al plan de estudios de K-8 para inglés y matemáticas. El distrito está en el proceso de evaluar y seleccionar nuevos planes de estudio y materiales de instrucción y durante los próximos meses, MCPS trabajará con el personal, los miembros de la comunidad y otros socios para recopilar comentarios y describir el proceso de selección. Los padres/guardianes y los miembros de la comunidad pueden hacer preguntas y compartir sus opiniones sobre el proceso al completar una breve encuesta. Visite el sitio web para recibir actualizaciones periódicas sobre el proceso de selección del plan de estudios. Puede leer el mensaje de la Jefa de Asuntos Académicos aquí.

