
Welcome to the Senior Parent Night!
Class of 2024

September 12, 2023

 Mr. Scott Smith, Principal



Introductions

● Mr. Scott Smith, Principal

● Ms. Nikki Morales, Assistant Principal  

& 12th Grade Administrator

● Ms. Nataly Saah, Counselor

● Ms. Christina Kim, Counselor



Meeting Outcomes

By the end of the meeting, families will have:

● Met key staff who will guide your student 
through senior year,

● Heard about important information and dates of 
the Class of 2024 events,

● Learned about navigating senior year and 
beyond,

● Reviewed the 4-year college application 
process, and 

● Learned about additional resources to help with 
post-secondary planning.



Meet the Administrative Team

Scott Smith 
Principal

Danielle Abdelsalam 
Asst Principal

Jacob Lee
Asst Principal

Nikki Morales
Asst Principal

Ericka Singleton 
Asst Principal

Tara-Dee Henry 
Asst Principal

Lori Knight 
Business 

Administrator



Class of 2024 Graduation Survey

• Student and parent input 
is important in  helping to 
plan this year’s graduation 
ceremony.

• Please complete this 
survey to provide 
feedback on location.

• Mandatory graduation 
rehearsal date and time TBD 
based on graduation date. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc4dPGYYPblUju8si-WnVC-AJiNdyiZwPgTRgmoq5t5UstEpw/viewform


Class of 2024 Sponsors

• Susan_D_Strawser@mcpsmd.org

• Stacie_E_Berman@mcpsmd.org

mailto:Susan_D_Strawser@mcpsmd.org
mailto:Stacie_E_Berman@mcpsmd.org


Sample Senior Year Expenses
❏ Junior/Senior Prom w/After Prom Ticket- $60-75 

❏After-Prom Ticket- $10
❏ AP Exams- Costs covered by MCPS (Benefits of taking the AP Exam)

All exam and activity fees will be paid using School Cash Online (SCO). 

❏ Cap and Gown Package- (2023 cost) $75-$85 
❏ Yearbook or Supplement- $85 - $100 ($85 until September 13th)

All cap and gown and yearbook costs will be paid directly to Jostens. 
(Link for purchase and payment will be shared once available.)

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iOqtcINbwSyC0zAa3sOKzz4Rc400tr0lzGpOpJEMjKg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ADmLMpZwAIwALPFFv_im_F5a--suHRnhoK8PsMDb0SE/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.schoolcashonline.com/
https://www.jostens.com/apps/store/productBrowse/1033468/NORTHWEST-HIGH-SCHOOL/2023-Yearbook/2022083112154833061/CATALOG_SHOP


Class 2024 Events (tentative)
★ Senior Panoramic Picture: September 20, 2023

❖ Senior Portraits Makeup Sessions- October 3rd and 4th, 2023 and November 
15, 2023

■Onsite at Northwest. A link with sign-ups and additional information will be 
sent via email and posted on the Northwest website.

★ Senior Sunset:  May 24, 2024

❖ Junior/Senior Prom- Friday, May 17, 2024

■Pinstripes Rockville, MD.  After-Prom @ NWHS immediately following Prom.
★ Senior Class Awards Night:  May 23, 2024

★ Last Day of School for Seniors: May 24, 2024



Class 2024 



Navigating Senior Year 
and Beyond



Counseling Department 

● A–Biss       Mr. Jeff Flach
● Bist-Dau    Ms. Tamela McCarthy-Redd
● Dav-Gh    Ms. Christine Kravitz
● Gi-Jay    Ms. Nancy Blanco
● Jaz-Lop    Ms. Athena Cois
● Loq-Mun   Mr. Austin Freeman
● Muo-Ov    Ms. Susan Bunting
● Ow-Ros    Ms. Mary Kakoullis
● Rot-Thai    Ms. Christina Kim
● Thaj-Z   Ms. Nataly Saah

*Ms. Kakoullis will be back September 20th



Class of 2024 Administrator-Counselor Teams



College Career 

The NWHS College Career Information Center in  
Room 126 has information and resources to help 
with college research, career planning, and 
financial aid/scholarships. 

Visit the Career Center webpage 
@montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/northwest
hs/careercenter

Ms. Rochelle Davis  
College Career Information Coordinator



Counseling Department Staff

Ms. Jackie Scholl 
Registrar

Ms. Anu Shivacharan
Assistant Registrar

The Registrar’s office (located in counseling) processes all 
requests for transcripts.



Graduation Requirements*

❏ 4 English
❏ 4 Math
❏ 3 NGSS Science 
❏ 3 Social Studies
❏ 1 Physical Education
❏ .5 Health
❏ 1 Technology
❏ 1 Fine Art
❏ 2.5 Elective
❏ Program Completer

❏ English 10 
❏ Algebra 1 
❏ Government
❏ Science 

❏ Check out the MCPS 
website for information 
on SSL opportunities 
and to access forms:

❏ MCPS SSL HUB FOR 
STUDENTS AND 
FAMILIES

❏ Students must earn 
hours from an 
approved activity or 
site.

❏ Ms. McCarthy-Redd
   SSL Coordinator

Earn 22 Credits Maryland Comprehensive 
Assessment Program Earn 75 SSL hours

*subject to change per MSDE

https://www2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/siteassets/district/curriculum/0357.22_graduationataglance_classof20241.pdf
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ENnmsEJdDWftWW3cUV87y8lR3QwFNFCYS4M8vJqI5co/edit#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ENnmsEJdDWftWW3cUV87y8lR3QwFNFCYS4M8vJqI5co/edit#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ENnmsEJdDWftWW3cUV87y8lR3QwFNFCYS4M8vJqI5co/edit#gid=0


Important Reminders

● Financial obligations must be cleared/paid to the 
Business Office in order to purchase tickets to any 
future school event and/or to obtain a high school 
diploma.

● SSL Hours (75 minimum needed to graduate)                             
★ Deadline for SSL hours is Friday, April 12, 2024.
★ Deadline for SSl hours towards Meritorious Certificate 

award (240 +)
March 30, 2024  

● Be aware of graduation requirement status!  Make an 
appointment with your child’s counselor as needed to 
review progress toward graduation.



Post-Secondary Options

● 2 Year College
● Military
● Gap Year
● Employment
● 4 Year College



2- Year College Bound

Montgomery College:  
Complete MC online 
application after 
October 1 

Follow the steps on 
the MC website! 

http://montgomerycollege.edu


Considering 2-year, trade, or technical school?

mhec.maryland.gov

Maryland Community College Promise 
Scholarship

Last dollar scholarship
Attend an in-state post-secondary school

Awards may vary annually
FAFSA or MSFAA* application required

Minimum 2.3 high school GPA
Parent household income requirement

Credit enrollment requirement
FAFSA: Free Application for Federal Student Aid

MSFAA: Maryland State Financial Aid Application for 
undocumented students

http://mhec.maryland.gov


Military Bound

Take the ASVAB (Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery) for career exploration and/or military 
enlistment with Northwest on February 16 @ 7:45 am.  There is no obligation for enlistment.  Parental 
permission is required.

Permission forms are available on the College Career web page under Quick Links or access the form 
via QR Code using the ASVAB display posters near the Counseling Office and in the College Career 
Information Center, Room 126.

Recruiter contact information is available on the College Career website under Quick Links!



4-Year College Bound

When considering a student for admission, colleges will evaluate: 
► Transcript

► GPA, Courses & Grades
► Testing (Many schools will remain Test Optional for Fall 2024)

► SAT, ACT and/or Accuplacer Scores
► Essay(s)
► Extracurricular Activities/Service
► Letters of Recommendation
► Possible Interview



High School Transcript

Unweighted GPA

Weighted GPA



National SAT Test Dates for 2023-2024

The October 7 is the 
target test date for 

November 1 college 
applications!



National ACT Test Dates for 2023-2024

The September 9 test 
date would have been 
the target test date for 

November 1 college 
applications!



The College Search

■ Search and research colleges
● Target Schools
● Safety Schools
● Reach Schools

■ Sign up for virtual college rep visits via 
Naviance

■ Look at websites, communicate with college 
reps, virtual college fairs, and consider 
campus visits.



College Profiles for the Top five Maryland colleges for Northwest seniors 

UMD College Park UMBC Towson Salisbury Montgomery 
College

# of apps rec’d: 56K
# admitted: 25K
# enrolled: 6K
Very large size university
National avg. GPA: 96% 
3.75+

# of apps rec’d: 11K
# admitted: 9K
# enrolled: 2K
Large size university
National avg. GPA: 86% 
3.5+

# of apps rec’d: 18K
# admitted: 13K
# enrolled: 3K
Very large size university
National avg. GPA: 90% 
3.25+

# of apps rec’d: 8K
# admitted: 7K
# enrolled: 2K
Medium sized university
National avg. GPA: 88% 
3.0+

Three campuses 
totalling 30K 
students. 
Germantown campus: 
Biotech & 
Cybersecurity
Rockville campus: 
largest campus 
w/international flavor
Takoma Park campus:
Health & Art

Open admissions 
policy.

College acceptance is 
guaranteed to the 
high school graduate.

Priority deadline:  
November 1

Early Action deadline:  
November 1

Early Action deadline & 
Honors College:  
November 15

Early Decision (binding): 
November 15
Early Action: December 1

Test Optional Test Optional Test Optional
Scores are encouraged 
for merit scholarship 
consideration.

Test Optional

College Profiles from College Board Big Futures



Steps 

           in the 

                    4-year College 
                 Application 

                                                     Process …



Application Process

Student s

NWHS Sends

● Transcript
● School Profile
● Counselor Letter of 

Recommendation
● Secondary School 

Report Forms 

● All sent via Naviance 
(not via common or 
coalition app)

Student Sends/Requests

● Application
● Application Fees
● Essay(s)/Supplements
● SAT/ACT Scores Online 

(if required)

● Transcript Request via 
Google Form

● Teacher letters of 
recommendation via 
Naviance

Teachers Sends

● Letter of 
recommendation

● Teacher evaluation 
form



Application Process

Go to the college website.  Determine how to apply and prepare for 
deadlines.

• Application Types: Common App, Coalition App, Electronic/School Specific, or 
Paper/School Specific Application.

• Application Deadline Types: Regular Decision, Early Action (Priority), Restrictive 
Early Action, and/or Early Decision.

Start working through the application. You will include basic information 
about yourself, your high school, your classes and extracurricular activities. This 
is also where you may be asked to complete short answer questions and essay 
prompts.  

Step 1:  The Application



Application Process

Step 2: Link Accounts
When applying through Common 
App, Coalition App or Edocs, you 
will have to match your 
account(s) to Naviance.  

Steps: 

Sign-in 🡪 Welcome to Naviance (heading) 🡪 

Read More (button) 🡪 

View the Common App Matching video with 
step-by-step instructions on matching your accounts



Application Process

Step 3: Sign FERPA Waiver
• FERPA is a federal law that protects the privacy of a student’s 

education records.
• In regards to college, a parent must authorize the school to send a 

student’s transcript as this is part of a student’s confidential record.
• Submit the Authorization to Release Records Form to the 

counseling office and electronically sign the privacy notice in 
Naviance waiving your right to see your recommendations.  

• It is HIGHLY recommended that you check “yes” and waive your 
right to see/access recommendations.



Application Process

Step 4: Colleges I’m Applying to
When you have finalized your list of schools that you plan to apply to, make sure they are in the 
“Colleges I’m Applying To” section in Naviance.  

If you are applying to colleges using the Common App platform, once you add colleges to your 
dashboard and Match accounts, they will automatically appear in Naviance 🡪 Colleges I’m Applying To

Once you have done this, you are able to request 
teacher recommendation letters through Naviance 

(Step 6). 



Application Process

Step 5: Request Transcripts
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Application Process

Step 6: Request Letters of 
Recommendation

Each college determines the number of 
recommendations needed so check the 
college website carefully.

Please allow recommenders at least 3 weeks 
to complete your letter.

NW Teacher Letters Counselor Letters Outside Recommenders

After confirming (in-person) a 
Northwest teacher can write you a 
letter of recommendation, follow up 
with a request on Naviance. 

Your counselor will automatically write 
a letter for any school that requires a 
counselor letter of recommendation.
Make sure to complete the 
Northwest “Brag 
Sheet/Self-Evaluation” on 
Naviance.

Letters from teachers, coaches, 
mentors, etc. outside of Northwest 
must be sent directly to college 
admission offices to be matched up 
with your application. 



Application Process

Request Letters of Recommendation in Naviance
Steps: 

1. Sign-in 🡪 Colleges 🡪 Letters of 
Recommendation 

2. Add Request

For a video tutorial, please go to: 
Sign in 🡪 Welcome to Naviance 🡪 Read 

more (button) 



Application Process

Step 7: If needed, send SAT or ACT scores

You will send scores directly from College Board or ACT to 
each college.

NWHS does not send official scores.



Application Process

❏ The Application 
❏ Test scores (if required)
❏ Transcript (school info)
❏ Letters of Recommendation (if required)

Your application is complete when the college receives…



Additional 
Post-secondary 
Planning Resources…



Financial Aid

montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/northwesths/careercenter/scholarships/

https://www2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/northwesths/careercenter/scholarships/


Financial Aid Webinar… Save the Date



Montgomery College offers 
assistance with the financial 
aid process to ALL high school 
students in the county!
● MC Financial Aid Night on 

September 29 @ 5:30 pm
● Virtual FAFSA Fever dates 

coming soon in October…

https://www.montgomerycollege.edu/paying-for-college/financial-aid/

@ studentaid.gov

Free Application for Federal Student Aid

https://www.montgomerycollege.edu/paying-for-college/financial-aid/


Naviance

http://connection.naviance.com/northwest/ 



Naviance

• Receive periodic emails and notifications regarding 
scholarships, special opportunities, & more.

• Complete a career interest profile, explore various 
careers, salaries, education and training needed.

• Generate lists of colleges that may be a good match 
based on your GPA & test scores.

• See when College Reps visits are available and sign 
up to attend.

• Track your transcript requests.



Naviance  - The College Search



Naviance  - The College Search

SuperMatch 
College 
Search

Find Your 
Fit



Naviance  - The College Search



Naviance - College Rep Visits

● View the list and ‘Register Now’ 
● Request permission from your teacher to attend
● Students will scan a QR code when entering the visit location for 

attendance confirmation

Visits for the school year can be both in-person and in virtual 
format.  Students will be responsible to come to each virtual 

visit prepared with a ChromeBook and headphones.



Your Questions are Important to Us

• If you have a question or inquiry 
pertaining to a concern specific to your 
child/children, please email your child’s 
counselor directly.

• We take a few questions at the end of 
our meeting pertaining to presentation 
topics. 


