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What is the Personal Project?

The Culminating Project in the 
Middle Years Program (MYP)

• Completed during 10th grade at Watkins Mill High School
• Students may choose ANY TOPIC and in ANY FORM
• A SELF-DIRECTED project supported by a supervisor 

(school staff member)
• INDEPENDENT from the student’s courses
• Connected to one of the MYP’s GLOBAL CONTEXTS (Real 

World Relevance).



What is the benefit to my child?

• MYP Certificate
• .5 elective credit
• Graduation Cords
• An opportunity to create a quality product based on their 

own interests
• Preparation for the culminating projects in the other IB 

Programmes:
• Extended Essay in the Diploma Programme
• Reflective Project in the Career Programme



Timeline – 2016-2017
DATE ACTIVITY
September 7 & 8 Class visits to discuss the project
September 13 Topic and goal selected

Supervisors requested
Week of September 19 Students begin research on how to complete their product

Students are assigned supervisors
September 24 – 31 Students’ first meetings with supervisors to review topic 

and goal and set up at least 2 more meetings (to take 
place by November 15)

October 1 – 28 Work on process journal and completing product
November 1-15 Workshops to write reflective paper
November 18 Personal Project due to supervisor
November 18 – December 9 Supervisors and Coordinators assess projects
December 15 MYP Personal Project Fair



How will my child’s project be graded?

The MYP Personal Project grade is not attached to any class; 
however, students’ projects are assessed and they do 
receive feedback. 

The MYP criterion for assessment on the Personal Project are:
• Investigating
• Planning
• Taking Action
• Reflecting



What exactly does my child need to do?

The MYP Personal Project has four components:

• The Process Journal
• The Product
• The Paper
• The Personal Project Fair



The Personal Project…
MYP’s Main Event

The Process Journal



The Personal Project…
MYP’s Main Event

The Process Journal - Records the 
journey
• Should be completed throughout the 

process
• Should be used to help write the 

reflective paper
• Must address:

• What did I plan for this part of the project
• Sketches
• Verbal
• Digital

• Did I do what I planned (why or why not)
• How well did what I do work?
• What would I do differently next time.



The Personal Project…
MYP’s Main Event

The Product - The product is what students decide to 
create
● Only limited by

○ Time - you generally have a few months to work
○ Materials - The school may supply some things, but not all
○ Safety - Students shouldn’t do things that make them unsafe



The Personal Project…
MYP’s Main Event

The Product (Examples)

This student 
raised $205 for 
Save the Children 
by purchasing old 
athletic shoes 
from eBay, 
refurbishing them, 
and selling them 
at a profit.

This student 
designed a 
computer from 
scratch using 
parts that he 
ordered online.

This student learned 
to use Alpaca hair to 
design a wig cap for 
her porcelain doll.  
The doll represents 
the main character 
in a story that the 
student wrote. 



The Paper

• 1500 – 3500 words long
• Based on:

• Research conducted throughout the project
• Information in their process journals
• Ongoing reflection and final reflection

• Includes a works cited page
• Can be completed in students’ native tongue (if it’s 

not English)

The Personal Project…
MYP’s Main Event



The Personal Project…
MYP’s Main Event

The Personal
Project Fair



How will you support my child through the 
Personal Project?

• Supervisor (student-selected staff member)
• Announcements and reminders

• Google classroom
• Classroom visits
• Email

• Access to media center specialist and MCPS research 
databases

• Materials and Resources (through Google Classroom)
• Writer’s Workshops (For completing final paper)



How can I support my child
through the Personal Project?
• Read the process journal and discuss the learning.
• Talk about the project.
• Ask questions about your child’s progress, 

supervisor, comments. 
• Offer suggestions, but let your child’s own learning 

shine through.
• Know the deadlines.  Communicate family plans / 

holidays.
• Help your child with his/her time management.
• Be your child’s cheerleader!



If you still have questions please contact

Wendy Farmer
MYP Coordinator at Montgomery Village Middle School

email: wendy_m_farmer@mcpsmed.org
Text: 240-230-7746
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